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Been There, Done
That ... in Russia
Rhonda Coventry ’83 wrote
to tell us about her unique
experience in Russia. In 1996
when a group began
refurbishing a 100-year-old
organ to give to the Bryansk
Church, Rhonda wanted to take
part. Directing this project was
a professional who builds,
repairs, and restores organs.
The remainder of the group
were unskilled volunteers
willing to give of their time.
The organ had been obtained
years earlier and was lying in a
warehouse in pieces. Having
about 900 pipes, some wood
and some metal, ranging in size
from a pencil to almost 16 feet
long, the organ would stand
more than two stories tall and
about 30 feet wide
when assembled.

hundreds of miles around, it is a
novelty. People whose curiosity
is piqued by the instrument
come to concerts, and then hear
the gospel preached.”

... in South Africa

A 1994 graduate of the
Cedarville nursing program,
Angela Hartman graduated in
1997 from Case Western
Reserve University with a
master of science in nursing
degree and a family nurse
practitioner certificate. Since
that time, she has been working
as a family nurse practitioner in

The Lord spoke
to many hearts
through our
ministry.
After a leisurely ocean cruise,
followed by weeks of
government red tape, the organ
arrived in Russia. In January
1998 a team of five took an
18-day trip to assemble it.
With the help of a number of
teenagers from the Russian
church and some tinsmiths who
fabricated some missing façade
pipes, Rhonda stated, “We
successfully completed our
project including a special
concert with the choir and new
organ. Being the only organ for

Kendallville, Indiana. In 1998,
Angie enjoyed the opportunity
to work for four weeks as a
nurse with Mercy Ships on the
M/V Anastasis, in Guinea, West
Africa.
Angie returned to the ship for
Discipleship Training School
(DTS) in South Africa from
October 1999 to February 2000.
“My stay in South Africa took
me to the extremes of this First
… yet Third … World nation,”
Angie wrote. During the first
three months, she lived on the

ship for the lecture phase of
DTS and also visited many
beautiful places along the
coasts of the eastern and
western capes. However, she
also spent time in the povertystricken townships spread
throughout the cities they
visited.
“I also enjoyed my two
months of outreach in which I
lived in a house in Port
Elizabeth with 16 other
people,” Angie continued.
“We ministered in local
churches, an AIDS haven, a
prison, a home for destitute
men, a home for street kids,
on the beach, and literally, out
on the streets. We had many
drama and puppet
presentations through which
we shared the gospel of Christ
and prayed for those in Port
Elizabeth. The Lord spoke to
many hearts through our
ministry. I was excited to see
many people come to know
Him as their personal Savior.”

Another Exciting
Adoption Story
Cathy Hulsman
Schneithorst ’77 wrote to
share the news of the adoption
of her daughter, Anelia. Cathy
and her husband, Mike,
adopted Anelia from Bulgaria
in February 1998 through the
international adoption agency
All God’s Children in
Portland, Oregon. “When
Anelia, at the age of 21
months, walked into the room,
she came right over to me,”
Cathy related of her trip to
Bulgaria to get her daughter.
“I knelt down and told her in
Bulgarian that I was her

mother and that I loved her.
I picked her up, and she put
her arms around me and put
her head on my shoulder. It
was as if she knew that I was
her Mommy! Mike and I had
been praying that she would
adjust quickly, that she would
bond to us right away, and
God had answered our
prayer!”
We look forward to sharing
more of Cathy’s amazing
journey from heartache to joy
in the Summer 2001 issue of
Inspire.

Anelia Schneithorst

To share your photo with
Inspire readers, please send
one glossy photo to the alumni
relations office, 251 N. Main
St., Cedarville, OH 45314.
(Because of quality issues, we
cannot accept computer printouts or e-mailed pictures.)
Please include a selfaddressed, stamped envelope
if you would like your photo
returned. We reserve the right
to limit the number of
submitted pictures published in
Inspire.

From the Director’s Chair

There is no question that
the home-school
phenomenon is growing.
On the front page of The
Wall Street Journal on
February 11, 2000, Daniel
Golden reported, “Though
it is hard to track a
movement that remains
partly underground,
advocates say that 1.5
million children
nationwide are being
taught at home;
independent researchers
put the figure closer to one
million.” As I talk with
alumni around the country,
I am continually amazed at
how many of our alumni
have chosen this course.
Even for this issue of
Inspire, we received more
stories of home schooling
than we could use.
Maralee Mayberry,
chairwoman of the
sociology department at
the University of Nevada
at Las Vegas and author of
a book on home schooling,
stated that the key
elements in effective
education are small class
size, individualized
instruction, and a
disciplined, nurturing
environment—all
characteristics of home
schooling. Self-identified
home-schooled students
bettered the national
averages on the ACT for

the past three years
running. On the SAT,
which began its tracking
last year, they scored an
average of 67 points above
the national average.
“The scores are no
fluke,” wrote Golden.
“As the movement grows
larger and more diverse,
evidence is mounting that
home schooling has
achieved results not only
on par with public
education, but in some
ways surpassing it.”
Jon Reider, Stanford’s
senior associate director of
admissions, stated, “Home
schoolers bring certain
skills—motivation,
curiosity, the capacity to
be responsible for their
education—that high
schools do not induce very
well.”
How exciting to have so
many of our alumni at the
forefront of such an
important movement!
Of course, home schooling
is not for everyone.
However, as you read the
articles in this issue, you
will see that alums are
involved for a variety of
reasons and in a variety of
ways. Some are teaching
in order to take a ‘handson’ approach to the
education of their children.
Others find home
schooling to be the best fit
for their children or for
their lifestyle. Still others
have taken an active role
in providing curriculum
and in working to change
laws. In each case, you are
sure to enjoy this look at
alumni in the home-school
arena.

Faith Linn ’83
Director of
Alumni Relations
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President’s Pen

H

omecoming 2000!
Our first one in the
new century and
our first as Cedarville
University.
It’s reunion time at
the ’Ville. Mrs. D and I
love it! It is so special for
us to see thousands of you
return. Five years, 10
years, 25, 50, and
everything in between is just great.
Don’t you love all the babies? And kids of
all ages? The crying in alumni chapel is a joy
to my ears. They are the future students and
alumni of Cedarville. Our enrollment stability
is secure.
You will be excited about the new Student
Life Center. It houses a bigger and better
Chuck’s! Recently an older alum told me about
the student who went to get orange punch out
of the dispenser only to see a big green frog
staring her in the eyeballs. Of course, all of
that was before Chuck and before Dixon.
Those were the good old Jeremiah days!
Grads who have toured the new facility are
so impressed. You won’t believe the new
theater with the hydraulic orchestra pit. I know
it will never replace your memories of Alford,
but I think you will like it.
What are your memories of the parade?
Some of you don’t have any because you were
sleeping in the dorm and missed it every year.
I enjoy the root beer floats off the truck bed.
The homecoming queen and court in the
convertibles are always lovely.
Have we ever had bad weather? Sometimes
it is cool, but it’s usually crisp and sunny. I can
remember only one parade that was canceled
for rain. I understand that the soccer teams like
to play in the mud anyway.
Please join us. The old guard will be
hanging around— Dr. Johnson, Mr. St. Clair,
Dr. Green (P.G.), Dean Rickard, Dr. Gromacki,
Mr. Spencer, Miss Fisher, etc.
Can’t wait to see you! You’ll find that we
may have a “New Face” but we’re still the
“Same Place”!

Paul Dixon ’94H
President
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Cedarville College
Chancellor With
the Lord
Dr. James T. Jeremiah, chancellor of
Cedarville College, died August 7,
2000. He was 86. Jeremiah served as
chancellor since 1978 and as president
of the College from 1953 to 1978.
Dr. Paul Dixon, president of
Cedarville University, said, “One of
God’s choice servants, James T.
Jeremiah, has completed his earthly
journey. God used him throughout the
nation and around the world as he
faithfully preached the Bible in local
churches and on Christian radio.
“Dr. Jeremiah was ‘Mr. Cedarville’
for more than 47 years. He provided the
vision and energy to transform a
struggling college into an institution of
higher learning that attracts some of the
brightest and most committed Christian
young people in America. Our
thousands of alumni salute him for the
impact he has had on their lives.
James T. Jeremiah was my loyal and
faithful supporter. I loved him like a
father. One of my dearest friends has
gone home to be with our Lord. Please
pray for his wife, Ethel, and the entire
Jeremiah family.”
In addition to his administrative
leadership roles at Cedarville, Dr.
Jeremiah was a preacher, author, and
radio personality. He pastored churches

in New York and Ohio and was the
author of several books, including The
Place Called Heaven and The
Importance of Inspiration, both
published by Regular Baptist Press.
He hosted several radio programs,
including “The Senior Advantage”,
broadcast nationwide over the CDR
Radio Network and more than two
dozen independent stations.
The funeral was held
in the Dixon Ministry
Center on August 15 and
was broadcast live over
the CDR Radio
Network. The family has
requested that donations
honoring Dr. Jeremiah
be made to the Jeremiah
Scholarship fund at
Cedarville University.

James Jeremiah ’70, Dr. David Jeremiah ’63, Dr. Maryalyce
Jeremiah ’65, and Lois Anne Jeremiah Mills ’60 returned to
Cedarville for their father’s memorial service

New Scholarships to
Benefit Cedarville
Students
Each year on Honors Day, Cedarville
University recognizes students who
excel academically and demonstrate
exceptional ability within their field of
study. It has been a long-standing
tradition for friends of the University to
establish scholarships that provide
financial support for these outstanding
students. We are pleased to announce
the formation of the following new
awards.

The Centennial Library Scholarship
Award in Library Science
Established by the Centennial Library
faculty through the generosity of a 1997
Cedarville graduate, the award
encourages and actively supports the
next generation of library and
information specialists.

The Dr. and Mrs. David H. Robey
Forensics Award
Established by Dr. and Mrs. Robey,
the award recognizes varsity forensics
students who have demonstrated
Christian leadership in the forensics
program at Cedarville and excellence in
competition. Dr. Robey is a professor of
communication arts and has coached
Cedarville forensics for nearly 20 years.

The Dr. Merlin and Mrs. Ruth Ager
Education Award
Established by the education
department faculty in honor of the Agers
and in appreciation of their contribution
to the education program at Cedarville,
this award recognizes outstanding
seniors majoring in education who are
planning to teach overseas.

The C. Eugene Walker, Ph.D.,
Psychology Award
This award, endowed by C. Eugene
Walker, Ph.D., is granted to a student
majoring in psychology or applied
psychology who demonstrates
outstanding achievement in
psychological studies and activities.

The Roloff Incentive Award
This scholarship, endowed by
Dr. Marston Val Roloff ’64, is awarded
to a student majoring in a biological
science program and actively involved
in community service/leadership roles.
Preference is given to children of
Cedarville graduates. Val currently
serves on the alumni council.

The Summer
Debate Institute

The Dr. Joseph Halsey Award
This award is given to a student
majoring in political science who
anticipates entering law school after
completing his or her program of study.
The award was established by a 1998
Cedarville political science graduate in
appreciation of Dr. Halsey.

The Helen Drullinger
Memorial Award
This endowment provides an annual
scholarship to a deserving Bible student
whose wife is working to help pay for
college expenses. The award was
established in honor of Helen
Drullinger, who passed away
September 22, 1999 from ovarian
cancer. Helen was a postal clerk at
Cedarville, and husband David is a
professor of Bible.
If you are interested in contributing
toward these scholarships or
establishing your own award, please
contact Dave Bartlett or Kim Longo at
1-800-766-1115.

Each year the Miriam Maddox Forum provides a
summer debate institute for high school home-school
students who have developed an interest in competitive
interscholastic debate. Christy Farris Shipe ’98, working for
The Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA),
formed a national debate league within the home-school
community in 1998 and has sponsored a national debate
competition each year. Cedarville works with home-school
students who are interested in getting a head start with the
league’s new debate topic for the upcoming year. Classes
consist of theory instruction, work on the new resolution,
and practice in debate skills. The institute concludes with a
tournament competition between the students.
The Miriam Maddox Forum (membership consists of
Cedarville alumni who have an interest in areas of the
communication arts at Cedarville) hosts and directs the
institute with the assistance of the summer studies office
and the admissions office. Students spend two intensive
weeks on campus and can choose to take the college-level
argumentation and debate curriculum for college credit.
Directed by Cedarville’s Debate Coach Deborah Bush
Haffey ’68, the institute’s additional instructors included
Jonathan A. Hammond ’99, who was instrumental in
forming the institute, senior Esther Haffey, sophomore
Michael J. Coffey, and sophomore Mark Holden. Other
alumni invited as guest speakers during the institute
included Michael Hammond ’86, Shannah Campbell ’99,
Pamela McClain ’96, and Brandon Duck ’96.
The students must work hard to complete the
curriculum. They find themselves in class for most of each
day, with evenings filled with homework and working with
their debate partners. Students find time, however, to
spend a day at King’s Island, to make a Young’s Run, and
let off steam in spontaneous volleyball and soccer games.
This year’s 27 participants followed the pattern of previous
years in their enthusiasm for the institute. One student
shared, “It was awesome—I have friends to last a
lifetime, knowledge to last a year, fun to last months ... I
just wish I could see everyone all over again ... have ONE
more day at Cedarville.”
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Engineering
Students
Earn High
Honors
Spring Quarter 2000 provided another opportunity
for Cedarville engineering students to excel on state,
national, and international levels. Students gained
recognition in the following competitions.

American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME)
Region V Student Conference

Senior Jason Covill won first place in the Old Guard
Oral Presentation of the conference. Covill, a
mechanical engineering major from Nottingham, New
Hampshire, competed against approximately 20
representatives of other schools from Michigan, Ohio,
Ontario, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia in the Grand
Rapids, Michigan contest.
Covill’s presentation explained the design, analysis,
and fabrication of a bicycle caddy for severely
handicapped children. Designed by Covill and seniors
James Murdock (Brighton, Michigan), Matt Plaatje
(West Chester, Ohio), and Shane Sevo (Belleville,
Michigan), the caddy provides special structure and
support for handicapped children. Covill is scheduled to
take the bike caddy presentation to the national ASME
competition in Orlando, Florida in November 2000.

Mexico, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, and the U.S. in the
competition.
Cedarville’s team members included junior electrical
engineering majors Roy Mwangi of Nairobi, Kenya;
Jonathan Neu of Logansport, Indiana; and Micah
Thiery of Wilmington, Ohio. Also on the team were
juniors Phil Ausfahl, a management information
systems major from Peoria, Illinois, and Jud Neer, a
mathematics major from West Liberty, Ohio. The team
was advised by Dr. Tom Wailes, associate professor of
electrical engineering. For more information about the
competition, visit http://computer.org/CSIDC.

Ethanol Vehicle Challenge

The Cedarville Ethanol Vehicle Challenge team
received a citation from the Ohio State Senate for their
success, determination, and motivation in this year’s
Ethanol Vehicle Challenge competition. The group,
represented by Jonathan Fuge (Landisville,
Pennsylvania), Nelson Lewis (Salem, Oregon), and
Aaron Roth (Jackson, Missouri) also had their ethanolconverted Chevrolet Silverado and Malibu on display at
the Biofuels Workshop in Columbus, Ohio.

Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE)
SuperMileage Midwest

A team of Cedarville engineering students (shown
below) took first place in the annual SAE SuperMileage
Midwest competition. Achieving 632.21 miles per
gallon, the Cedarville vehicle showed the highest mpg
in the collegiate division, topping the performance of
schools such as the University de Sherbrooke (Quebec,
Canada) and the University of California at Berkeley.

Fall Bible Conference
Features MacDonald
Cedarville’s 2000 Fall Bible Conference will
feature Dr. James MacDonald, the senior
pastor of Harvest Bible Chapel (Rolling
Meadows, Illinois). The conference series will
take place September 18-22.
MacDonald is the founding pastor of
Harvest Bible Chapel, having previously
served as assistant pastor at churches in
Ontario, Canada and Arlington Heights,
Illinois. Born in London, Ontario, Canada in
1960, James received his master’s degree in
1988 from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
in Deerfield, Illinois and his doctorate from
Phoenix Seminary in 1996.
MacDonald has extensive retreat and Bible
conference speaking experience and is a
member of the board of directors of Pioneers,
an international missions ministry
headquartered in Orlando, Florida. MacDonald
has focused his itinerant ministry in the area
of men and the needs they face. His doctoral
research, called “Men at War,” resulted in a
ministry to aid men in self-disclosure of
personal sin. MacDonald’s teaching, which
emphasizes the precise exposition of God’s
Word and its practical life application, can be
heard on the daily radio broadcast, “Walk in
the Word.”

Computer Science International
Design Competition

A Cedarville design team ranked among the top 20
of more than 180 teams from around the world at the
first IEEE Computer Society International Design
Competition (CSIDC). The CSIDC 2000 Health Care
Information-Appliance Project challenged
undergraduate students to create a compact, specialpurpose computer-based device which would help
people become more involved in their own health care.
The information appliance (also called a medical
data device) developed by the Cedarville team allows
patients, doctors, and medical personnel to quickly
retrieve any part of a person’s medical history,
including physical features, contact information,
allergies, and existing medical conditions. Additionally,
with the proper authorization, the handheld device
allows access to a complete summarized medical
history or complete medical records for any
particular day.
As one of the top 20 teams, Cedarville ranked
alongside institutions from Bulgaria, Canada, China,
Colombia, Czech Republic, Hong Kong, India, Lebanon,
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Dr. Larry Zavodney and team members Jeff Barrons (Caro, Michigan), R.J. Bouwens (Wayland,
Michigan), Steve Page (Machesney Park, Illinois), Jonathan Fuge (Landisville, Pennsylvania), and
Andy Vargo (Grapeville, Pennsylvania) are shown here with their car Eklektos.

Homecoming 2000 Schedule of Events
Friday, October 20
10 a.m.

Noon

State of the University Address
President Dixon
Jeremiah Chapel, Dixon Ministry Center
All-Alumni Luncheon
The Board Room, Dixon Ministry Center
Tickets must be reserved.

1 p.m.
10 p.m.

Silent Auction Opens
Alumni Hall, Dixon Ministry Center

3 p.m.

Alumni Scholarship Auction
Alumni Hall, Dixon Ministry Center

Saturday, October 21

3 p.m.

Registration for 5K Run
Athletic Center

Women’s Soccer vs. St. Vincent
Athletic Fields

3 p.m.

5K Road Run
Starting from the Athletic Center

Baseball Alumni vs. Varsity Team
Athletic Fields

7:30 p.m.

Steve Green in Concert
Jeremiah Chapel, Dixon Ministry Center
$7 tickets must be reserved in advance.

7 a.m.

Alumni Campus Tour

3 p.m.

Engineering Cardboard Canoe Challenge
Cedar Lake

8 a.m.

5 p.m.

Varsity Volleyball Tournament
(continues throughout the weekend)
Stranahan Gymnasium

8:30 a.m.

Faculty/Alumni Continental Breakfast
Plaza, Dixon Ministry Center

5:30 p.m

Singles’ Summit
Room 107
Apple Technology Resource Center

9:30 a.m.

Homecoming Parade
Main Street, Cedarville

Women’s Tennis Reunion
Varsity Room, Athletic Center

7 p.m.

Welcome, Alumni! Dessert Reception
The Board Room, Dixon Ministry Center

8:30 p.m.

Homecoming Praise Concert
Featuring the Department of Music
Jeremiah Chapel, Dixon Ministry Center

Tell Us Your Story!
If you have an interesting story for one of the
following issues of Inspire (or if you know of
another alum who does), please contact the
alumni relations office. Story ideas and alumni
updates must be submitted by the dates noted
below. (Unfortunately, we may not be able to
use all stories submitted.)

Winter 2000 – Women in Ministry

Alumni teachers, pastors’ wives, worship
leaders, seminar speakers, missionaries,
Christian education directors … how are women
influencing the world for Christ? (October 15,
2000)

Spring 2001 – Scholarships

Have you started a Cedarville scholarship?
Have you benefited in a great way from a
Cedarville scholarship? Do you hope to provide
for a scholarship someday? Let us know the
“hows” and “whys.” (January 15, 2001)

Summer 2001 – When I Am Weak

At our weakest hour we will often see God’s
strength in a whole new light as He carries us
through the trial. Share your story of God’s
strength in your weakness. (April 15, 2001)

1p.m.-4 p.m. Theatre Showcase (hourly)

10:30 p.m. Moonlight Madness
Stranahan Gymnasium

1:30 p.m.

6 p.m.

Baseball Reunion and Alumni Game
Athletic Fields

Sunday, October 22
9 a.m.

Fellowship Time
(coffee and doughnuts)
Alumni Hall
Dixon Ministry Center

10 a.m.

Alumni Praise & Worship Service
with Pastor Green (P.G.)
Jeremiah Chapel, Dixon Ministry Center

10:30 a.m. All-Alumni Chapel
Jeremiah Chapel, Dixon Ministry Center
Noon

1 p.m.

Student Life Center
Grand Opening Ceremony
SLC Lawn
Men’s Tennis Reunion
and Alumni Match
Tennis Courts

Note the new times for the parade
and All-Alumni Chapel!

Trustee Emeritus Reaches Century Mark
William B. Patterson, an emeritus member of Cedarville’s board of trustees, recently
celebrated his 100th birthday. Mr. Patterson was first elected to the board of Baptist
Bible Institute (BBI) of Cleveland in 1945. He has been a member of the Cedarville
board since operational control of Cedarville College passed to BBI in 1953.
Mr. Patterson was born in Fort Mill, South Carolina on April 22, 1900. He began a
career in electrical construction and supervision in 1918 and moved to the Cleveland
area in 1925. He spent the majority of his adult life working for the Cleveland Electric
Illuminating Company as a general foreman for electrical line installation and
maintenance crews. He retired as district manager in 1965. Mr. Patterson was an active
member of Calvary Baptist Church in Cleveland for more than 55 years.
Mr. Patterson was married to his first wife, Beulah, for 52 years prior to her death in
1977. He lost his second wife, Ruby Sarrett, in January 2000 after nearly 22 years of
marriage. Mr. Patterson has three children, 12 grandchildren (one deceased), and 24
great-grandchildren.
Mr. Patterson contributed his expertise in electrical work to many projects on the Cedarville campus. From 1953 to 1960,
he helped install the wiring for Williams, Faith, and Patterson halls. Patterson Hall, named in his honor, was originally a
two-story dormitory. After its upper floor was heavily damaged in the Xenia tornado of 1974, the building was
reconfigured to one story. It now houses the student clinic.
The dedication page of the 1960 Miracle lauded Mr. Patterson’s contributions to the development of the campus
this way:
Individual interest is a motivating force used of God for progress and development
here at Cedarville College. The operational picture of the [campus] would not be
complete without consideration of those who have labored unassumingly to honor
the Lord and be of aid ... with the gift of time and ability. We ... desire to express
sincere thanks to Mr. Patterson for his labor and interest in the College.
More than 40 years later, the sentiments remain the same. All Cedarville alumni owe a special debt of gratitude to
William B. Patterson for his nearly five decades of service to the institution.

Inspire 7

$75
$50

$250
Alumni Scholarship Auction
Homecoming 2000
Saturday, October 21, 2000
Alumni Hall, Dixon Ministry Center

5
3
$

Items to be auctioned include:

$100
$95

* Cuckoo Clock from Germany
* Cedarville College Memorabilia
* Longaberger Baskets
* Airline Tickets
* Award-winning Chinese Tea Set
* Vacation Packages
* Golf with Dr. Dixon
Don’t miss this opportunity to support Alumni
Scholarships! All proceeds of this fund-raiser
will go directly to scholarships for MKs,
Second Generation Students, and Student
Scholars. Bring your checkbook and your
“cheerful giver” spirit to support this worthy
cause!
Call the alumni relations office at
1-800-837-2566 for more information.
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$50

0
2
1
$

Heritage Dreams Come True With

Heritage Corner

Cinderella
Dreams came true on August 16 when more than 25 Heritage Alumni
attended the Rodgers and Hammerstein production of Cinderella at
La Comedia Dinner Theatre in Springboro, Ohio. The production was
preceded by an exquisite dining experience that included La Comedia’s
famous sweet potato soufflé. It truly was an enchanting afternoon.

Alumnae Luncheon
The annual Heritage Alumnae Luncheon, held July 10,
allowed retired schoolteachers a chance to share stories
about their college days and their teaching experiences.
After a delightful lunch in the President’s Dining Room, the
ladies heard from former Alumni Director Gary Kuhn, who
helped to create the Heritage Alumni group. The afternoon
ended with a tour of the new Student Life Center.

Newport Aquarium
On June 15 the Heritage
Alumni headed to Kentucky for a
full day of viewing underwater
life at the Newport Aquarium.
The tour began with lunch at the
Lighthouse Café, followed by a
look at the aquarium’s vast
variety of fish in their different environments. The alumni
made it safely across ’Gator Bayou and enjoyed the
spectacular Jellyfish Gallery.

Don't miss the Heritage
Alumni Reunion Luncheon
at Homecoming!
When: Friday, 11:15 a.m.
Where: President's Dining Room
Student Life Center
Heritage Alumni are encouraged to enjoy this annual
reunion which promises a delightful time of food and
fellowship. Plan to come early for the State of the
University Address given by President Dixon at 10 a.m. in
the Jeremiah Chapel, Dixon Ministry Center.
Call 1-800-837-2566 for more information
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The Harris Family
For Donna McHugh Harris '82 of Smithfield, Virginia, what started
out as home schooling has developed into a program which benefits
not only her family, but many other families as well. The co-op
program which she started now offers an enriched educational
experience to more than 200 students.

The Packard Family
In the Packard Home School, Terri (Smart) ’82 and her husband, Larry,
strive to provide a well-rounded education for their children. To do so,
they incorporate academics, music, work, and service. Academically, the
Packards use a unit study program based on the Bible. For music, each
family member either plays the piano or sings, and, as a group, they go
to churches and present a gospel music program. In the work area, all the
children are given responsibilities around the home. In service, they
endeavor to help in their community by volunteering at the public library,
mowing lawns for those who are unable to do so, and presenting programs
at nursing homes.

Carolyn Bonnell Justice ’75
Carolyn graduated from Cedarville with a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education and later expanded her degree to include
kindergarten. After many years of teaching and substituting, she began
home-schooling her two boys. While home-schooling her oldest son, she
took in five other children in the course of the year so that her son
would not have to be schooled alone. Because of her experience in special
education and individualized education, Carolyn decided to make it her
career to teach at-risk children. During any given year, she will work
with four to five different children mainly in tutoring situations. Her
love of education and helping students in the academic area has kept
her in touch with home schooling and helping at-risk children.

The Price Family
The Price children are accustomed to learning
outside the classroom. In fact, the flexibility
afforded through home schooling is one of the
primary reasons Mark '85 and Linda Ford Price '83
decided to personally educate their children.
Vacations, business trips, museums, parks, trips to
the store, and even fishing adventures are all
viewed as learning opportunities in the Price
household.

The Wilcox Family
Kris ’85 and Judy Wilcox have made home schooling
their career. Not only do they teach their own
children, but they also own a home-school supply
company—The Book Peddler. They have been in the
business for seven years and travel to 15-20 state
home-school conventions selling books and curriculum.
The Book Peddler services home schoolers across the
nation as well as overseas. For more information, visit
their Web site at www.the-book-peddler.com.

A
TrainUp Child

By Cessna Catherine Winslow

T

“

hese commandments that I give
you today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.”
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 is a biblical command
that holds deep meaning for Gary ’79 and
Gaye Putman Welton ’79. They believe the
principle taught in Deuteronomy is that if
you want your children to follow God, you
must make God a part of your everyday
experiences. “Personally, I take this
responsibility very seriously. We homeschool our boys because we believe we can
most adequately fulfill this parental duty at
home,” Gary explained.
Gary and Gaye have been blessed with
two sons: Andrew (12) and Ben (9). “God
has given parents the responsibility to
educate their children. Certainly, parents
can decide to delegate certain tasks to
others, as we have done in swimming
lessons, piano lessons, acrobatics, Sunday
school classes, etc. Nevertheless, what
happens in those classes is still my
responsibility,” said Gary.
When the Welton’s first son was born,
Gary and Gaye had several friends who
were starting their families at the same
time. Together that group expressed their
concern and interest in ways to raise godly
children. “We shared ideas and had great,
happy discussions—one topic being that of
education. We all together became
interested in home schooling when our
children weren’t even a year old! As far as I
know, even though we now live in various
parts of the country, all of us are still homeschooling today,” Gary said.
As a home-schooling parent, Gary has
often heard other parents say, “I couldn’t
possibly home-school my children. That’s
too much responsibility on my shoulders.”
Gary believes that view is faulty.
“Regardless of where your children are

attending school, their education is still
your responsibility. We don’t believe that
every family should make the same
decision we have made, but we do believe
that every parent should take personal
responsibility for the education of their
children as they seek to rear their children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,”
he contended.
To Gaye, one of the most rewarding
aspects of home schooling is personally
witnessing her sons’ enthusiasm toward
school. “Our boys are so excited about
learning,” she shared. “They tend to
gravitate toward more serious reading. They
love PBS documentaries.” The Weltons are
able to tailor field trips to their children’s
unique interests. “If we study what we’re
going to see beforehand, they are enthralled
with what we see,” stated Gaye. “Imagine
being in a museum where a nine-year-old
boy exclaims, ‘Oh, Mom! We have to go
over there and look at those spinning
wheels!’ There’s great joy in learning and
sharing with them this way.
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There are different sides
to every story, and while
home schooling is very
satisfying, it certainly has
its trials. “While some
folks can go off to the
office to work every day,
my office is right here—
amongst the laundry, the
children’s squabbling, the
salesmen’s telephone calls,
and the drives into town
for piano lessons,”
explained Gaye.
Through the years Gaye
has been learning to cut
down on outside activities. “I, too, ‘work
full-time,’ but inside the home rather than
outside it,” she shared. “I simply cannot
be the perfect housewife and a homeschool teacher and VBS/church
club/support group director at the same
time.” Still she believes the blessings are
worth the sacrifices. “Yes, it’s hard on me
with all the demands, but I can’t imagine
doing it any other way,” Gaye remarked.
“This is the job God has given me for this
time in my life.” Gaye added, “I have my
own business cards that proudly say
HOME-SCHOOL MOM on them.”
Gaye has served as leader of the local
Christian Home Schoolers of Mercer
County, Pennsylvania for five years. Now
that she is a veteran home schooler, Gaye
frequently serves as a
personal resource in
home schooling,
fielding many calls
from parents
considering the homeschooling option. “I
enjoy helping people
this way, in large part
because God has sent
many people to
encourage me in the
past and now it’s my turn,” Gaye noted.
Gary chimed in, “Gaye is being rather
modest here. She is known as the ‘local
expert.’ She provides invaluable
assistance, especially for those who are
starting out.”
Together, Gary and Gaye coordinate the
Western Pennsylvania Science and
History Fair, now entering its seventh
year. That event allows home schoolers
the chance to use many skills: research,
organization, writing, presentation, and
face-to-face discussion with other students
and adults. “The project fair usually
14 Fall 2000

includes about 70 projects,
most from local families,
but a few families drive
almost 100 miles to attend.
The projects are of very
high quality. [It] is a very
popular event,” explained
Gary.
“This past year my son
Andrew (grade 6) made a
working model of a
trebuchet (a medieval siege
engine/catapult), which he
demonstrated to the fair
participants. He has
seriously studied the
medieval age,” said Gaye. “He has made
several swords of wood (very specific as
to type, authenticity, etc.); he sews his
own kilts, and has started hand-sewing a
chain-mail vest out of tiny silver spraypainted pieces of poster board that he is
attaching to a brown felt vest.” That is the
sort of educational enthusiasm that Gaye
points to when she says that home
schooling helps her children get excited
about learning.
Prior to becoming a “Home-School
Mom,” Gaye worked as a librarian in
public schools and public libraries. (After
graduating from Cedarville, she earned a
master’s degree in library science from
Indiana University.) Her sons have been
home-schooled since kindergarten age.
After graduating
from Cedarville with
a degree in
psychology, Gary
received a master’s
degree in counseling
at Slippery Rock
University and a
Ph.D. in social
psychology at the
State University of
New York at
Buffalo. He now teaches psychology and
statistics classes at Grove City College
(GCC) and is the director of institutional
research at GCC, where he is responsible
for gathering, analyzing, interpreting, and
reporting educational outcome data.
While Gaye is the primary teacher in
the Welton family, Gary oversees some of
their sons’ education as well, including
math. “All three of them have a
mathematical bent, so they’re on a
wavelength with numbers that I can never
hope to achieve. My mind is just not
made that way!” said Gaye.

The past few years Gary has been the
advisor/teacher for a home-school team of
math Olympiad students. Math Olympiads
is a national contest for grades four
through six that poses problem-solving
questions to the students. Additionally,
Gary teaches a distance learning course
for home-schooling high school students
in AP psychology. This course draws
about 20 students per year and is currently
in its fifth year. It is offered under the

auspices of PA Home Schoolers. “Gary’s
class is conducted primarily through email. He finds most of the students to be
highly motivated and enthusiastic about
their learning,” explained Gaye.
[Those interested can go to
www.pahomeschoolers.com and
click on the AP Internet Courses link.]
Home schooling is a way of life for
Gary and Gaye—a lifestyle that they
joyfully embrace. As they intimately
watch their children mature, they are
pleased with the fruits of their labors.
Both boys, they maintain, are socially
well-adjusted, thriving academically, and
growing spiritually. Such progress is
encouraging to Gaye, who gave up her
professional career to invest her time in
her children through the roles of full-time
homemaker and educator.
Unlike many professionals, a homeschool mom intentionally works herself
out of a job. Soon the day will come when
Gaye will no longer need her “HomeSchool Mom” business cards. While Gaye
loves her current occupation, she dreams
of what lies ahead. She admits that she
has a wish list of volunteer activities that
she hopes to do someday. Those dreams
include teaching adults to read through
the Literacy Council, doing educational
programs as a state park ranger, and
recording books for the blind. “Sometimes
I’m a little wistful when it seems that all
these things are put on hold, but I know
the time with my children will pass very,
very fast. I praise God for every minute of
it.”

Alumni Profile: Gabrielle Williams Contino ’73

From Student to Teacher

N

estled on the couch, listening to Cheaper by the Dozen,
sit the four Contino children: Kyle (11), Aaron (9),
Martin (9), and Maria (5). Those four children comprise
our home school that began when our firstborn arrived. Before
our marriage, Tom and I decided that the children God gave us
would be educated at home, and it has now become a very rich
and satisfying way of life.
Our days are very full as we juggle math, history, piano
practice, phonics, oral reading, writing, nature notebooks, Lego
set-ups, guitar practice, visits to nursing homes, service to
elderly neighbors, “The Brothers Three” lawnmowing business,
trips to the library (where we check out 60 books), daily
household chores, projects at the workbench, and science
experiments. Even as I write this article, fermenting out in the
kitchen is a homemade stink bomb that scientist Kyle is waiting
to unleash on an unsuspecting neighborhood!
No day of home schooling is the same—no year is ever the
same. Some years we join a co-op, some years we are projectoriented, and some years I am just paddling to stay upright in
the water with my four precious passengers.
Tom and I take great joy in the family togetherness that home
schooling allows us. We are able to see and correct problems
immediately, forcing us to see the log in our own eye as we
constantly direct the children back to the teaching of Scripture.
However, tangled up in the joy is the frustration of a cluttered
house, constant noise and activity, always being “on call,” and
the nagging question, “Are we doing enough?” No parent can

ever do enough and do it exactly right, so we rely upon the
infinite wisdom of our Heavenly Father.
In the state of Pennsylvania, year-end written evaluations are
required for all home schoolers. For the past 10 years, I have
been an evaluator, which gives me opportunity to enter into the
lives of many families as we discuss the year’s triumphs and
difficulties for each child. One side benefit of the process is the
opportunity I gain to observe firsthand the many different styles
and methods of home schooling, some of which become
integrated into our own home. Many times I find myself serving
in the capacity of an “educational consultant” as I help families
navigate their way through textbooks, curriculum, objectives,
and learning styles. I really love it. It’s like training a student
teacher. In order to better serve the home-school community, I
have become a student of home-school law, have immersed
myself in home-school literature, and look for ways to
encourage struggling moms. In this arena of service, I also have
opportunity to point unsaved home-schooling families to the
Savior.
How thankful I am for the fine Christian education I received
at Cedarville. Through all my years of teaching—14 in the
classroom and six at home—the voices of my professors have
been ever-present in my ears and heart.
Gabrielle Williams Contino ’73 graduated from Cedarville
College with a degree in elementary education and lives in
Prospect Park, Pennsylvania with her husband, Tom, and their
four children.
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Alumni Profile: John ’83 and Robin Strope Coules ’83

A Rewarding Journey

J

ohn ’83 and Robin Strope Coules ’83 will soon begin their
seventh year of home schooling. However, even though
Robin was an elementary education major at Cedarville,
she says she still finds it hard to believe that she is home
schooling at all. She remembers telling people that she would
never home-school her own children.
“Our journey,” shared the Couleses, “began when our son,
J.D., started exhibiting extreme shyness at age 4 when in
unsure environments. We began considering whether public
school would help promote confidence in our child or drive
him further into his shell. After much prayer and a reassuring
conversation with Professor Sharon Eimers at Cedarville, we
began to see that we as parents could actually teach and equip
our children to deal with difficult situations. So we began
home schooling, and we would not give it up for the world.
Every day has not been smooth sailing, but God has been
faithful to guide us and to give us wisdom in our
mentoring role.”
In home schooling, the Couleses often have their children
deal with questions such as “What does God’s Word say about
this?” or “How would God want us to respond?” Their goal is
to help their children become thinkers who ask themselves
these questions when put in various circumstances. “This is the
most exciting aspect of home schooling for us,” Robin stated.
“We owe a great deal to Cedarville for this, because it was
there that we learned to think critically. Many of our
professors challenged us to not just accept the norm on issues,
but to view life and its circumstances through the lens of
Scripture.” And this is now what John and Robin teach
their children.

Every day has not been smooth
sailing, but God has been faithful
to guide us and to give us wisdom
in our mentoring role.
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Robin says that her husband, John (who served as a senior
pastor for eight years), has been a great help by including
critical thinking in every area of study. He leads the family in
discussions about life issues, including discernment of
behavior and speech, while constantly challenging the family
to test what they see against the values of Scripture.
The Couleses are also involved in a home-schooling group
in their area. “When we started,” Robin stated, “we felt very
alone, but this group has provided a lot of support.” The group
talks about curriculum and makes plans for enriching activities
for the students such as spelling bees, music lessons, science
fairs, field trips, and physical education opportunities.
Recently, the group had an open house where students could
display their work from the year. The students, guided by
parents, planned the event and worked in a variety of areas,
including sound and lighting and making refreshments.
What began as an effort to help J.D. through a difficult
transition has proven both successful and rewarding. “Last
fall,” Robin continued, “J.D. stood up in front of an audience
of approximately 40 people and recited Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address.” Although this achievement was very exciting for the
Coules family, it is only one of the rewards they believe is
associated with their choice to home school. “All the
academics and musical achievements do not in any way
compare to seeing our children begin to respond to situations
in godly ways,” concluded Robin.
Robin closed by saying, “Thank you, Cedarville, for
teaching us so that we, in turn, could teach our children and
strive to impact a new generation for Him.”

Alumni Profile: Mark ’82 and Pam Morley

Large Investments Bring Bountiful Returns

O

ne of the greatest challenges facing home-schooling
parents is finding the right curriculum to suit their
individual needs. There is so much to cover with so
many curriculum options. Some parents rely on traditional,
well-known texts, while other home educators make up or
modify their own curricula, relying on personal expertise and
library resources. Some parents even turn their efforts and
professional knowledge into curriculum that others can use.
Such is the case with Mark Morley ’82.
Mark recently published Foundations of Economics: Built
Upon Scripture, Supported by the Free Market. “In essence, I
selected a couple of books, wrote a study guide, and included
an annotated bibliography for students to do further study,”
Mark shared. “The whole package consists of the two books, a
student workbook, and a teacher’s guide.” It is offered through
Keys for the Kingdom, a publishing company that Mark’s
sister and brother-in-law, Jim and Carla Morley Keys ’77,
formed.
“The project was spawned out of my own interest in this
subject area, plus my desire to put together a tool that I felt
could be useful to young students,” Mark explained. The
curriculum addresses various topics such as private property,
the division of labor, profit, money, inflation, poverty, and the
role of government in the marketplace. “It was a challenging
and rewarding project,” he continued. “It may or may not be a
resounding success, but it was a good experience for me, and
if it doesn’t generate much interest from the marketplace, at
least I can use it for my own children.”
Mark and his wife, Pam, home-school their three children
(ranging in age from five to nine) because of their convictions
about raising children in the fear and admonition of the Lord.
Mark explained, “We believe it is our God-given responsibility
as parents to have the primary role in molding, influencing,
and developing their values and beliefs. We felt it best not to
entrust these vital duties to someone whose value system
might be totally antithetical to our own.” Curriculum content
was another factor. Mark stated, “We did not want our children
to be taught that we evolved from monkeys or that there is no
such thing as absolute truth.” Additionally, Mark believes that
home schooling helps develop a strong bond with his children,
and he maintains that the individualized instruction and
attention his children receive “will hopefully enable them to
get the most from their schooling experience.”
While home schooling is very rewarding, it is also very
demanding. Mark admitted, “I am fortunate to have a wife
who handles 98 percent of the load. I share a small part of the
teaching duties, but even that has to be done in the evening, so
it’s sometimes difficult to squeeze everything in.” The
economist in him added, “I believe in the maxim that ‘a small

risk brings a small reward.’ Perhaps in the case of home
schooling, we might say that a small investment brings a small
return, but a large investment of time, energy, and attention
can perhaps bring a bountiful return in the years to come.”
While Pam works as the primary educator of their children,
Mark works as a corporate human resources manager. He also
teaches graduate courses at Baker University. Although Mark
enjoyed writing an economics curriculum, he says there are no
other texts planned at this time. Instead, he explained, “Our
goal is to attract a major curriculum publisher and develop a
partnership.” To learn more about the curriculum, e-mail Mark
at markpam1996@juno.com.
To those who are evaluating their children’s education, Mark
says that each family is unique. Not everyone will be able to
home-school. Many will opt for Christian schools, while
others will choose the public system. “The bottom line is that
we have a limited window of opportunity to have a godly
influence on our children during their crucial formative years,”
Mark concluded. “It would behoove each of us to carefully
consider what option would glorify God and accomplish the
greatest good for the children He has entrusted to us.”
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Alumni Profile: Sandy Douglas Birch ’71N

Silencing the Skeptics—17 Years of
Home-Schooling Success

Ray, Sandy, Eric, Debbi, and Tina at Eric’s commissioning ceremony at the U.S. Air Force Academy

W

hen Sandy Douglas Birch ’71N started homeschooling 17 years ago, people initially were
skeptical and reacted with questions like “Is it
legal?” or “What about socialization?” Most people that Sandy
comes in contact with now see nothing but positives—partially
because of the results of Sandy’s efforts.
Sandy started home-schooling when her oldest daughter
was 11. “Tina was frustrated with school boredom and peer
pressure,” Sandy explained. “At the same time, the Lord had
been leading us to the growing realization of our biblical
parental responsibilities.” So Sandy and her husband Ray
decided to try home schooling.
Sandy noted, “For Tina, it was a huge, almost audible, sigh
of relief.” Tina finished high school at 16, was a National
Merit Scholar, and graduated from college at 19 with a degree
in home economics. She later earned an MBA. Today, at age
28, Tina works for a small international company.
Sandy also home-schooled her other two children, Eric (22)
and Debbi (15). Eric recently graduated from the United States
Air Force Academy with a degree in business management.
Debbi has won several competitions involving her varied
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interests. “Debbi is academically motivated because she knows
that she has to finish her school work before she can do the
things that she enjoys more, like writing books, training her
dog, and playing the piano,” Sandy said.
“I think that home schooling has allowed our children the
freedom to explore the abilities that God has given them at
their own pace, instead of being crammed into a preprogrammed standard of what they should know, do, and be,”
Sandy explained. Sandy stated that academics were only a part
of their home-schooling experience. By training her children in
a loving, safe environment, she and her husband were able to
help them to develop character along with compassion for
others. “Together we were able to explore God’s world and
disciple our children toward spiritual maturity,” she added.
Debbi echoed her mom’s views that there are real benefits to
being home-schooled. Although she finds it hard not being
with her friends every day and missing out on some things, she
shared, “I am honestly glad about a lot of the stuff I’ve missed.
I’ve never been pressured to try drugs, alcohol, sex, cigarettes,
or even dirty language. That’s something I’m so thankful to
God for and would never sacrifice to be with my friends.”

Debbi also enjoys being around her mom a lot. “It’s good
because you can talk about questions one-on-one, until you
really understand,” Debbi said. “It’s fun having real talks with
your parents about intellectual stuff!”
Ironically, Sandy never finished her college education.
She attended Cedarville from 1967 to 1971, majoring in English.
She took time off in 1970 to marry her husband, Ray, who was
then sent to Vietnam. Sandy recalled, “While he was in Vietnam
I returned to Cedarville, but [I] still lack about 20 hours to
graduate. Over the years, I have been so thankful for the liberal
arts education that Cedarville provided.” Sandy maintained that
Cedarville’s liberal arts emphasis was a key contributor in her
successful home schooling, with all three of her children ranking
in the top national percentages in verbal test scores.
Educating the Birch children has been a joint venture.
Eventually, as the children entered the higher grades, Ray
became the math, science, and Bible teacher. “He has always
been directly involved with every facet of our home schooling.
He’s been my best encourager,” explained Sandy.
Home schooling has not been without its share of trials for
Sandy. “Initially, we struggled with our own capability. We had
been indoctrinated to believe that only professionals could teach
our children,” Sandy explained. She also found that while home
schooling was legal in Oregon, it was not widely accepted.
So she has worked to change that. “We have lobbied and
testified before the Oregon State Legislature to move control of

home schooling from local school authority to the state level,
then worked with the state legislature to make up an acceptable
home school law,” she noted. Now Oregon is a good state in
which to home-school. “Our local public school administration
is very pro-home school and allows home schoolers to attend
any classes they wish for high school credit,” Sandy explained.
Fellowship with other home-schooling parents has also been
critical in Sandy’s educational ventures. “Support groups,
newsletters, magazines, and local, state, and national
seminars/conventions have been the key resources. There is so
much available now,” she said.
Sandy finds that the general public is increasingly in favor of
home education, but teachers’ unions and national government
seem to view home schooling as a threat to their control and
influence. And that’s unfortunate. “Home schooling has been
one of the most satisfying, challenging, and self-revealing
experiences of our lives,” Sandy shared. “The rewards include
wonderful relationships with the children that develop and
deepen and the realization of God’s grace in allowing us to be
the parents of these great kids that He has created!”

A cherished home-school photo: Debbi reading history with her dog, Mocha, and a cup of hot chocolate
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Alumni Events

Grand Rapids, Michigan
May 19-20, 2000

Over the course of two days, several Cedarville
events took place in the Grand Rapids area
including a business breakfast, dinner at
Chuck E. Cheese, and a dinner for young alumni
on the lake. Although a golf scramble and picnic
were rained out, everyone had a great time in
spite of the weather!

Greenville,
South Carolina
June 10, 2000

A group of more than 20 alumni and friends got
together for a pre-game picnic and Greenville
Braves baseball game on a warm Saturday
evening in South Carolina. With a Cedarville
ballcap given away for each run by the home
team, the group was pleased to see the Braves win
with 10 runs!

Peoria, Illinois
June 23, 2000

Two families joined Director of Alumni Relations
Faith Linn for dinner at Bob Evans in Peoria. The
Smiths and the Weavers enjoyed telling college
stories and hearing about the changes that have
taken place since they graduated.
20 Fall 2000

Quad Cities, Iowa/Illinois Germany and
June 24, 2000
With alumni from the 60s through the 90s, there
Switzerland
was plenty to talk about at the Quad Cities event.
Throughout dinner, the group of more than
20 alumni shared memories of college days,
planned trips to Cedarville for Homecoming
reunions, and found out the latest news from their
alma mater.

July 26-August 9, 2000

A group of 35 traveled to Germany and
Switzerland for the Cedarville University Spiritual
Heritage tour. Included in the group were
six alumni, four professors, 14 parents of alumni
and students, two prospective students, and many
friends of Cedarville. The next spiritual heritage
tour will be to Israel and Jordan on
March 10-20, 2001.

Cincinnati, Ohio
July 14-15, 2000

Alumni enjoyed taking part in a golf scramble, a
family picnic, and a breakfast at First Watch
during this Cedarville weekend in Cincinnati.
“The show must go on” was the adage as the
group weathered heavy rainfall, hail, and tornado
warnings prior to Friday’s picnic.

Upcoming
Alumni
Events

Charlotte, North Carolina
August 19, 2000

Cedarville alumni and friends in the Charlotte
area, (both visitors as well as residents), enjoyed a
pot-luck dinner at the park on Saturday evening.
After a good time of questions and answers, a
special alumni game generated lots of winners.

September 30

November 16

Youngstown, Ohio

Nashville, Tennessee

October 4-6

November 17

ACSI Convention
South Bend, IN

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

October 20-22

Orlando, Florida

HOMECOMING 2000

November 20-21

November 1-3

ACSI Convention
Orlando, Florida

November 18

ACSI Convention
Columbus, Ohio

December 5

November 10

Boston, Massachusetts

Hong Kong, China

December 7
Connecticut

Campus Calendar
of Events
September 15-16
Getting Started Weekend

September 18-22
College Week
New Student Orientation/Registration

September 21
Classes Begin

September 18-22
Fall Bible Conference
Dr. James MacDonald

September 22
Caedmon’s Call – 8 p.m.

September 23
Symphonic Band Concert

October 5
Kiev Orchestra – 8 p.m.

October 14
Royalty Banquet & Concert

October 20-22
HOMECOMING 2000
New Face ~ Same Place

October 31
Artist Series: Quarteto Gelato – 8 p.m.

Spiritual Heritage Tour 2001

November 9-11, 16-18

Israel

Fall Drama: Smoke On The Mountain

Dr. Chris Miller

November 28

March 10-20, 2001
Associate Professor of Bible

Mark Kordic

November 10-11
Grandparents’ Weekend

November 22
Thanksgiving Vacation Begins
Classes Resume

Tour Host

November 30-December 1

$2,669

December 6-8

from Detroit

Dorm Open Houses
Final Exams

For further information please call
1-800-CEDARVILLE
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Alumnotes
60s
Reeses Celebrate 40 Years
Ronald “Pete” ’60 and Joyce Reese recently
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary. Married
on June 25, 1960 in Joyce’s hometown of Marne,
Michigan, the Reeses began their life together in Flint,
Michigan, where Pete did his graduate work and
taught at the local elementary school. The Reeses
moved to southern California in 1965, where both
Pete and Joyce began 24-year careers at the Master’s
College. In 1989, the Reeses came to Cedarville;
today Pete is athletic director for the University and
Joyce is an operations assistant for the annual fund
office.
The Reeses have two married children: daughter
Kim Ray of San Jose, California, and son Chris ’89
of Portland, Oregon. They also enjoy their
grandchildren, Jordan and Nicole Reese.
Irene Benson ’63 continues to work with a Waiwai
translation team in South America. Although the New
Testament has been in the Waiwai language since 1984,
they are making revisions before it is published with the
newly translated Old Testament.
John ’63 and Sharon Marks Ingram ’65 report that
Sharon is still battling cancer. They request your prayers
regarding various decisions that need to be made in their
lives and ministry in Illinois.
John Justice ’64 was recently awarded the National
Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal for meritorious
service in the FBI. During his three-decade career, he was
involved in numerous espionage investigations, including
three cases of national prominence. Since retiring in
December 1999, he and his wife, Martha Ammons
Justice ’65, are spending time traveling and visiting
their grandchildren.
Joyce Rudduck ’66 is pleased to report that Memorial
Christian School was named the best school in the Cox’s
Bazar District (Bangladesh) in February 2000. The school
has a wonderful opportunity to teach children from all
religious groups the truths of the Bible. They are in need
of a new building, though, as 650 students are in a
building meant for 200 students.
Dan ’68 and Nancy Norton Brower ’69 have
enjoyed their furlough and are excited to hear that God
is working in the hearts of those still in Uberaba, Brazil.
They were pleased to see their daughter, Jayme ’00,
graduate from the nursing program at Cedarville in June.
Joe ’68 and Sharon Tallman Hollaway ’68 report
that the first church service in their new building was
held March 5, 2000. They have been distributing church
brochures to new areas of Galway, Ireland, and have
been encouraged with many visitors.
Ron Baker ’69 is president of the hi-tech aero spares
division of Arfgo Turboserve in Cincinnati, Ohio. Their
mission is to partner with aerospace companies to
provide spare parts support for their out-of-production
programs. Ron had worked 33 years with GE Aircraft
Engines prior to accepting this position.

22 Fall 2000

Nancy Towle Jones ’69 and her husband, Roy, report
that they started a six-month furlough in June 2000.
They are excited to see many of the people who have
enabled them to serve in Spain.

70s
Ken Cole ’70 and his wife, Alice, were excited to watch
36 men and women receive the bachelor of religious
education degree from the Doane Baptist Seminary in
the Philippines. These graduates will take positions in
local churches and missions throughout the islands.
John Kesler ’72 and Jane Weaver were married
May 6, 2000. John works as a computer animator
developing Christian war games for children. John and
Jane, along with her five children, Bryan (15), David
(12), Benjamin (10), Bethany (8), and Sarah (4), live in
Hickory Hills, Illinois.

Grad Selected as Denver
Seminary President
The Denver Seminary Board of Trustees has
announced the selection of Dr. Craig Williford ’75
as its sixth president. Craig assumed the presidency
on August 1, 2000.
Craig earned a Ph.D. in educational studies from
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, his master of arts
degree in Christian education from Denver Seminary,
and his bachelor of arts degree in preseminary Bible
from Cedarville College. He taught at William
Jennings Bryan College in Dayton, Tennessee, and
Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Craig
helped establish the extension education program of
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, located at The
Chapel in Akron, Ohio, where he helped double fulltime equivalency of students, increase community
recognition, and double the number of courses
offered each academic term.
Having served on the pastoral staff of five
churches, Craig recently completed his service as
executive pastor of Woodman Valley Chapel in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Previously he was
executive pastor at The Chapel in Akron, Ohio.
Throughout Craig’s career, God has placed him in
situations that required assessing new situations,
mobilizing people for ministry, and building strong
teams to accomplish goals. His greatest career
satisfaction has come when he has seen people reach
their full potential spiritually and professionally.
Craig has conducted more than 50 workshops and
seminars for colleges, seminaries, churches, national
and local Christian education associations, and various
pastoral associations. His workshop topics include
leadership, strategic thinking, leading change in the
church, team building, conflict resolution, personal
spiritual development, discipling adults, and
strengthening marriage relationships. He has served
as consultant to churches throughout the Midwest on
how to resolve conflict, equip and motivate staff,
develop vision and values, and handle crises.
Craig and his wife, Carolyn (Wolfe) ’75, have
been married for 27 years and have two grown sons:
Robb (24) and Jay (21). Carolyn is a seminar
speaker and the author of four books.

Ready for Adventure?
If fiction/adventure stories are your favorite, try
reading The Paladins, by Timothy J. Stoner ’78.
The Paladins tells of an incredible journey of four
young people thrust into another world where they
are commissioned to liberate four strongholds. After
several harrowing adventures, they return home
where they must apply what they have learned to
save a friend’s life. With non-stop action, romance,
humor, and heartbreak, this richly-textured story will
stimulate people of all ages to embrace their destiny.
“If you struggle with aimlessness, or feel you’ve
simply lost focus and perspective, reading The
Paladins may be one of the most important things
you do this year,” shared Joe Stowell ’66,
president of Moody Bible Institute. “This story will not
only grip your imagination, it will pierce your heart.”
The son of missionaries, Tim grew up in South
America and Europe. After graduating from
Cedarville, he attended an evangelical seminary and
law school. He is currently in private practice in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where he lives with his wife, Patty,
and their four children.
Check your local Christian bookstore for The Paladins,
published by Genesis Communications.

Dave Branon ’73 has just written a new book, A
Sports Fan’s Guide to Christian Athletes and Sports Trivia.
Dave’s desire is that this book would be used to find new
ways to spread the gospel through sports.
Sallie Pickard Fogle ’77N and her husband, Larry,
share that their daughter, Janine, is recovering well from
an accident in which she was involved at Baptist Bible
College. They do request your prayers, though, as there
are still many challenges ahead.
Joe Kesler ’77N and his wife, Nance, announce the
birth of James King on September 9, 1999. He joins his
eight siblings at home in Carbondale, Illinois.
Becky Selden Kuhn ’78 and her husband, Gary,
report that Gary is now the Philippines coordinator for
the Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary Extension Program.
This program provides graduate level classes in two-week
modules for Filipino pastors and Christian workers. Gary
was formerly director of alumni relations at
Cedarville College.

80s
Bill Baldwin ’80 is the director of Conway Regional
Health and Fitness Center, which received the 1999
Governor’s Leadership in Fitness Award. Bill and his wife,
Elaine Heyworth Baldwin ’81, reside in Conway,
Arkansas.
Kevin Browne ’80 currently serves as chaplain at
Altus Air Force Base in Oklahoma, where he was recently
promoted to the rank of major. In April, Kevin was
thrilled to become a father when he adopted William.
Kent Craig ’80 has become the ABWE executive
administrator for missionary ministries in the Far East.
He and his wife, Kelly, are excited that this new position
keeps them in Asia, where they have lived and
ministered since 1986.

David ’81 and
Carol Sue Cox Merkh ’82
share their thankfulness for
the 70 new students at Word
of Life Seminary in Brazil.
David and Carol Sue serve
with their children, David,
Shelly, Julie, Daniel, Stephen, and Keila.

Womack Named NAIA-SIDA
Clarence “Ike” Pearson Award
Honoree
Mark Womack ’83, sports
information director (SID) at
Cedarville University, has been
named the 2000 recipient of the
NAIA-Sports Information
Directors Association’s Clarence
“Ike” Pearson Award.
NAIA-SIDA is the professional
association for sports information
directors within the NAIA. The Clarence “Ike” Pearson Award,
named for the former statistical crew chief for the NAIA Men’s
Basketball National Championship, is the association’s highest
honor and recognizes its honoree for accomplishments and
service performed over a career. Criteria for the nomination
include at least five years as a member of NAIA-SIDA, as well
as outstanding service to the profession and the NAIA at the
conference, regional, and national levels.
Womack is in his 17th year as Cedarville’s first and only
full-time SID. He has also served as the information
director/administrative assistant for the American Mideast
Conference (previously Mid-Ohio Conference) since 1990.
During that time he won nine NAIA-SIDA publications awards
and four NAIA-SIDA Web site awards. In addition to his sports
information duties for the school and conference, he writes
and edits The Sting, Cedarville’s quarterly sports publication,
produces and writes the Yellow Jacket Sports Update on CDR
Radio, and does play-by-play announcing for Cedarville men’s
basketball games on CDR. Womack received Cedarville’s
Alumni Distinguished Service Award in 1993.
At the national level, Womack is a member of the NAIA
Hall of Fame and Awards Committee. He served as the NAIA
District 22 Information Director from 1988-94 and
NAIA Great Lakes Region Information Director from 1994-95.
He held the offices of secretary, vice president, and chair of
the NAIA District Information Directors Committee. In 1997,
he was his region’s honoree for the NAIA Male Athletics
Administrator of the Year. Womack is also a member of
College Sports Information Directors of America.
In addition to his professional honors, Womack, his wife
Amy, and daughters, Amber (15), Aubrey (12), and
Alison (9), were honored as the Ohio Family of the Year by
the Ohio Family and Community Educators in October 1999.
Among his other activities, he has served as a Sunday school
teacher, senior high youth leader, and choir member at Grace
Baptist Church in Cedarville. Last summer, he and his wife
helped lead 20 teenagers from their church on a two-week
missions trip to the Philippines.
“In my 35 years of being involved with NAIA athletic
administration, I cannot think of a more qualified individual
that has been or could be nominated for this prestigious
award,” wrote Cedarville Athletic Director Pete Reese. “We
here at Cedarville feel very blessed to have Mark as our SID.”

Jennifer Raught Brock ’83 and her husband, David,
announce the birth of Grace Meadows Joan on April 27,
2000. Her siblings, Olivia (7), Samuel (5), and Eden (3),
awaited her arrival in Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania.
Susan Scott Childress ’83 is the product publicity
specialist for Porsche Cars. Her primary responsibilities are
scheduling and managing the Porsche press fleet in the
U.S. and Canada, as well as supervising the production of
all press materials. Susan and her husband, Scott, reside
in Alpharetta, Georgia.
Jim ’83 and Faith Gruber Gruenberg ’83 announce
the adoption of Alexandra Karis on November 16, 1999.
She was born March 2, 1999 in Ekaterinburg, Russia.
Alexandra joins her two big brothers, Stephen (13) and
Kurt (7), in Greenville, Ohio. Jim is a captain with the
Kettering Fire Department and is also the task force
leader for Ohio Task Force One, an elite, federal urban
search and rescue team. Faith works at home, keeping up
with multiple sports and a new toddler. They are involved
in many areas of ministry at Bible Fellowship Church.
Faith Kenoyer ’83 has finished her sixth year in Cairo,
Egypt, and her first term with ABWE. She is excited about
the potential of 20 new students at the school in Cairo,
but shares there is a need for three more teachers.
Cheryl Miller ’83 and Gary
Shupe were married June 10,
2000 at Grace Baptist Church
in Cedarville, Ohio. The couple
enjoyed a honeymoon in the
Smokey Mountains and now
reside in Cedarville, Ohio. Both
work at Cedarville University:
Cheryl is the executive secretary to the vice president for
Christian ministries, and Gary is the special functions
manager for Pioneer College Caterers.
Lois Gelatt Sexton ’83 and her husband, Carl, thank
the Lord for the new church plant in Jose Paz, Argentina.
Many teenagers are helping Lois make the children’s
programs function smoothly.
James Conley ’84 recently returned from Oman, where
he had been assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Muscat.
While there, Jim learned he had been selected for Air
Force special operations, flying the AC-130U gunship. He
and his wife, Barbara Andrews Conley ’87N, reside
in Navarre, Florida.
Virginia Fields ’84 works with Children’s Bible
Fellowship in Carmel, New York. After camps are over, she
makes contact with the campers and their parents. She
tries to set up Bible studies and is currently discipling two
women.
Becki Payton Konuch ’84 and
her husband, Tim, are on
deputation for their new church
planting ministry in Bristol,
England. They praise God for His
protection as they travel, and also
that their son, Jonathan (6
months), is adjusting well to their
inconsistent schedule.
Robin Campbell Ogden ’84 and her husband, Kevin,
announce the birth of Jillian Elizabeth on September 9,
1999. They attend College Park Church in Indianapolis,
Indiana.
Will Pratz ’84 and his wife, Nancy, announce the birth
of Mia Lacey. She was born May 25, 2000 and joins her

siblings, Josalyn, Zachary, Elysia, Gabrielle, Alexandra, and
Noah, at home in Brandon, Florida.
James Barber ’85 is the executive director of the
Chattanooga Christian Community Foundation (CCCF). CCCF
serves as a pipeline between Christian donors and Christian
ministries. Since 1992, James had been the director of
development for Samaritan’s Purse in Boone, North Carolina.
He and his wife, Tammy Evans Barber ’87, have three
children, Hamilton (11), Andrew (8), and Katy Beth (5), and
reside in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Jon Beight ’85 has accepted the position of executive
director at Twin Lakes Camp and Conference Center in
Hillsboro, Indiana. He and his wife, Donna Birch
Beight ’86N, reside in Greenwood, Indiana.
Anthony Pepe ’85 and his wife, Kathy, are thankful for a
great year in their youth ministries with two clubs that meet
weekly. They share their burden to have a meeting place in
Bar sur Seine, France. Currently, they are using their home to
meet the needs.
Christine Weidman Birkholz ’86
and her husband, Todd, announce the
birth of Hannah Elizabeth Rae on
May 18, 2000. She was welcomed
home by her three-year old twin
brothers, Abraham and Jeremiah, in
Victorville, California. Todd is a public
school teacher, and Christine enjoys
staying home with the children after 11
years of teaching.

Adoption Times Two

Landon, Kassie, Alexi, and Sasha Neumann

Cory ’88 and Andrea Snyder Neumann ’87 expanded
their family by two recently when they adopted brothers
Sasha (5) and Alexi (4) from Krasnodar, Russia. “We had two
children, Kassie (5) and Landon (3 1/2). We wanted to do
something for someone who had no chance in life. We chose
to adopt older kids because they have fewer chances,”
explained Andrea. “Although some people think we’re crazy
to have four kids 21 months apart, it made sense for us to
have all of our children share the same interests and needs.”
The Neumanns selected Sasha and Alexi through pictures
on the Internet. “People had told us that as soon as you see
them, you’ll know which ones you want. And it was true,”
stated Cory. “We knew immediately that Sasha and Alexi
were ‘our kids.’ Bonding was never an issue. We began
bonding as soon as we saw their pictures and when we
received a video of the boys.”
For information about Tree of Life adoption agency, which
the Neumanns worked through to adopt Sasha and Alexi, call
the alumni relations office at 1-800-837-2566 or 937-7667858. The Neumanns can be contacted at
corykaslan@aol.com.
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Jane Romig Brooker ’86 teaches at Lakota West High
School in West Chester, Ohio and has retired from
competitive running. Her husband, Scott Brooker ’86,
is a youth director for West Chester Presbyterian and a
track coach at Lakota West.
Kelly Helmick ’87 received her master’s degree in
education administration in May 1999. She teaches
middle school math in St. Charles, Missouri, where she
was named Teacher of the Month in September 1999 and
Teacher of the Year in May 2000.
Daniel Erlandson ’88 has been promoted to senior
vice president for National City Corporation’s Corporate
Banking Business Solutions Group in Cleveland, Ohio.
Jill Slayton Puett ’88 and her husband, Stephen,
were on furlough this summer from Guyana. They were
pleased to hear that there had been a consistent
attendance of 50 in church while they were in the States.
Sue Baldis Carpenter ’89 coached the 1999-2000
Cedarville Lady Jackets to a 24-15 season. This marks
the best first-year record of any Cedarville softball coach.
Doug Loescher ’89 is enrolled at Baptist Bible
Seminary, taking classes for his master of divinity and
master of theology degrees. He and his wife, Irene, will
start a one-year internship this fall at Ocean City Baptist
Church in New Jersey. During a break from his seminary
studies, Doug spent three years playing professional
basketball in Germany.

90s
Andrew ’90 and Meredith Clements Bidlen ’92
announce the birth of Audra Grace. She was born
March 9, 2000, and was welcomed home by Drew (5)
and Mallory (2). They reside in North Royalton, a suburb
of Cleveland, Ohio, where Andy is a technology specialist
for DPAI Technology Services.
Dionne Keens ’90 and
Michael Pells were married
April 3, 1999 at the Manassas
Church of the Brethren in
Manassas, Virginia. After a
honeymoon in Cancún, Mexico,
the couple has made their home
in Manassas. Michael is a Web
site manager at NADA, and
Dionne is in her seventh year of
teaching first grade in the
Fairfax County Public Schools.
Shelly Lemponen ’90
and William Krull were
married November 20,
1999 at Maranatha Baptist
Church in Columbus, Ohio.
They enjoyed a honeymoon
in Williamsburg, Virginia
before returning home to
Columbus. Shelly is a fourth
grade teacher at Madison
Christian School in
Groveport, Ohio, and Bill is a foreman for Daniels
Landscape Company in Galloway, Ohio.
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“The Lord Gave and the
Lord has Taken Away....”
(Job 1:21)
Dave ’90 and Karen
Lehe announce the birth
of quadruplets Will
Franklin, Micah David,
Holly Brooke, and
Courtney Elizabeth on
March 22, 1999, and the
death of Will Franklin on
April 3, 1999.
Delivered prematurely
via Caesarean section, the
babies were progressing
Courtney, Micah, and
well in the neonatal
Brooke Lehe
intensive care unit until
Will suddenly developed necrotic entercolitis (NEC),
a disease which destroys the bowel. Will’s NEC was so
advanced that surgery was ineffective. Family and
friends gathered to hold Will and to read Psalm 100
to him as he passed away on April 3.
Holly (called Brooke) and Courtney also developed
NEC, leaving the Lehes wondering if they would be
taking any of their children home from the hospital.
God spared Brooke and Courtney, however, and 97
days after the babies’ birth, Brooke, Courtney, and
Micah were all home.
Dave and Karen would like to thank their family,
friends, and church for their invaluable help
throughout the first year of the babies’ lives. They
also thank God for giving them such flexible
employment situations: Karen is a partner in an allswine veterinary practice in Wolcott, Indiana, and
Dave works for Shaffer Superior Genetics as a
coordinator of a pork production network in Indiana,
Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, and Kentucky.
The Lehes praise God for his faithfulness and
would love to help others who may have experienced
a multiple birth, the loss of a child, or a child with a
serious illness. The Lehes can be reached at
lehedk@juno.com.
Sandy Distler Brown ’91
and her husband, Tom, announce
the birth of Austyn Craig on
November 1, 1999. Sandy is a
legal secretary and teaches
piano, and Tom is head grower
for Hines Color Greenhouses.
They reside in Warminster,
Pennsylvania.
David ’91 and Danna
Lichty Dykema ’90
announce the birth of
Delaney on March 10, 2000.
She joins her two sisters,
Danielle (3) and Denise (2),
at home in Rochester Hills,
Michigan. David works as a

branch manager for Motion Industries, and Danna is a
homemaker.
Jennifer Leney Finke ’91 and her husband, Robert,
announce the birth of Patrick William on May 20, 2000.
They reside in Darien, Connecticut.
Anne Sherwood Leap ’91
and her husband, Garry,
announce the births of their
two children. Alivia Anne was
born on October 31, 1996,
and Aubree Marie was born on
May 28, 1999. They live in
Mishawaka, Indiana, where
Anne stays at home with the
girls, and Garry is a self-employed hairdresser.
Ralph ’92 and Gia Wood
Ciotola ’92 announce the
birth of Anthony Wayne. He
was born February 22, 2000
in Worthington, Ohio and joins
his brother, Nicolas (4). Ralph
is an account manager with
CoreComm, and Gia enjoys
staying at home with the boys.
Mike Measley ’92 praises the Lord for between 40
and 50 believers in Malaumanda (Papua New Guinea).
His team has changed their focus from learning the
language and culture to teaching and discipling. Mike is
also involved with translating the book of Mark.
Lora Swigart Scott ’92 and her husband, Matt,
announce the birth of Hannah Ruth on October 22,
1999. They reside in Goshen, Indiana. Matt is a graphic
designer with Scott Signs, and Lora does Creative
Memories out of their home. Proud grandparents are
Ken ’64 and Phyllis Irish Swigart ’65N. Uncles
Roger Swigart ’90 and Jim Swigart ’95 welcome
her as well.
Robert Reed ’93 received his master of divinity
degree from Baptist Bible Seminary on May 12, 2000.
He is currently the pastor of worship and discipleship at
Parker Hill Community Church in Clarks Summit,
Pennsylvania.
Christine O’Neal
Wanner ’93 and her
husband, Paul, announce the
birth of Cade Austin on
July 27, 1999. They reside in
Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, where Paul works
for Coca-Cola and Christine
stays at home with Cade and
runs a home business.

Sarah Stiles Palmer ’94 was named as Wal-Mart’s
Teacher of the Year in May 1999. Sarah teaches sixth

grade history at Russellville Middle School in Arkansas.
She is the school’s representative for bringing technology
to the classroom and teaches workshops on the use of
the Internet and Power Point in the classroom. Sarah has
completed five years of teaching and has been the sixth
grade history department chairman for two years. Sarah
and her husband, Brad Palmer ’94, reside in
Russellville.
Georgia Hickman Purdom ’94 received her doctorate
of philosophy in molecular genetics from The Ohio State
University in June 2000. Georgia is an assistant professor
in the biology department at Mount Vernon Nazarene
College (Ohio).
Karen Williams ’94 and
Daniel Kern were married
August 28, 1999 at
Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Dayton, Ohio. They enjoyed
a honeymoon in Cancún,
Mexico before returning
home to the Boston,
Massachusetts area. Karen
has accepted a position in
the medical education
department of MIT, and
Daniel is in the mechanical engineering doctoral program
at MIT.
Blair ’95 and Joy McVey Copen ’95 announce the
birth of Taylar Alice on June 10, 2000. They reside in
Portsmouth, Ohio.
Jeff Fortna ’95 received his doctorate of veterinary
medicine from Michigan State University in May 2000.
He has accepted a position in a small animal veterinary
clinic in coastal North Carolina.
Scott ’95 and Christine Fischbacher Hayden ’93
rejoice that a Bible study with moms of ICS students is
bearing fruit. Scott is now teaching seventh and eighth
grade science, and Christine continues to teach
elementary kids at ICS in Thailand.
Michelle Hollenbaugh Schbeider ’95 and her
husband, Robert, live in Dayton, Ohio. Michelle works at
Jo-Ann Fabrics.
Phillip Snyder ’95 is an operations supervisor with
Enterprise Rent-A-Car in Rochester, New York. His wife,
Melissa Mocny Snyder ’96, is a billing specialist for
a pediatric orthopedic doctor.
Chad Vitarelli ’95 and Hayley Barnett were married
September 18, 1999. Chad graduated from seminary in
May 1999 and is the pastor of worship and discipleship
at Highland Hills Baptist Church in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.
Erin Weaver ’95 received his master of theology
degree in family life ministries from Dallas Theological
Seminary in June 2000. He works at Bethal Baptist
Church in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. He and his wife,
Karen, have made their home in Shaker Heights, Ohio.
Steven Burdette ’96 received his doctor of medicine
degree from Wright State University School of Medicine
(Ohio) on June 9, 2000. He is in his first year of his
internal medicine residency at Miami Valley Hospital in
Dayton, Ohio. His wife, Carrie Beaty Burdette ’95, is
a general accountant at Day International. They reside in
Clayton, Ohio.

Doctor’s Calling Began in
Papua New Guinea Jungle
Before Nathan Piovesan ’96 received his M.D.
degree from Wright State University School of Medicine on
June 9, he had to journey half-way around the world for
his final course. A month-long surgery rotation at a remote
missionary hospital in Papua New Guinea allowed him to
renew the motivation that led him to become a doctor.
Papua New Guinea (PNG) meant a homecoming for
Nathan, who had grown up on the island from the age of
three. His parents, the Rev. Gary and Dorothy Piovesan,
served 20 years as missionaries in a mountainous jungle
village there. He met his wife-to-be, Dorothy
Thangamma Emerson ’98, at a mission boarding school
in PNG, and Nathan had learned the island’s most widely
used trade language and experienced firsthand the
people’s overwhelming need for medical care.
Nathan’s surgery rotation was based at the Kudjip
Nazarene Hospital, a 120-bed facility in PNG’s eastern
highlands. The surgeries ranged from appendectomies and
delivering babies by Caesarean section to stitching trauma
wounds and correcting a young boy’s club feet. When not
assisting in the surgeries, Nathan helped out as translator.
“Papua New Guinea is a small country with only 4.5
million people, but there are more than 800 different
languages,” Nathan explained. His father was the first
outsider to learn the language of the isolated Wuzarambia
tribe.
Nathan used to accompany Rev. Piovesan on emergency
calls, and watched him use first-aid training and penicillin
“to do what he could.” Serious medical problems meant a
radio call for air evacuation and carrying the patient on an
hour-long hike to the air strip.
Nathan saw a friend of his brother die of measles and
his own best friend died from head injuries after a tree
branch fell on him. “It opened my eyes to the real need
there,” Nathan said. “That’s when I knew I wanted to be a
missionary doctor.”
After earning a biology degree from Cedarville College,
Nathan entered medical school at Wright State University
on an Air Force scholarship. In July he began Wright
State’s five-year general surgery residency at WrightPatterson AFB Medical Center. Following his Air Force
service, he plans to fulfill his calling to be a missionary.
“That’s why I went to New Guinea this time. I knew I
had to keep the vision and fire alive. I needed to go back
and see the people again and remind myself of the need,”
Nathan said.
Nathan won the Dean’s Award at Wright State School of
Medicine’s graduation. The award is presented annually to
a graduate who exemplifies the goals of the School of
Medicine and has made significant contributions to the
school.
“Growing up in Papua New Guinea instilled in Nathan,
at a young age, the necessity and benefits of hard work,
discipline, determination, perseverance, and team work,”
said Howard Part, M.D., Wright State dean of medicine, in
presenting the award. “Nathan is committed to pursuing
excellence in surgical training and to advancing quality of
life.”

Ronda Clawson ’96 and Eldon
Rhodenizer were married
January 15, 2000 at Blackhawk
Baptist Church in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. After enjoying a
Caribbean cruise for their
honeymoon, the couple has settled
in Fort Wayne. Ronda is a
registered nurse and
developmental therapist in the
neonatal intensive care unit at
Parkview Hospital. Eldon is a quality manager at
Superior Essex.
Melissa Hartman ’96 graduated from Indiana University
School of Medicine in May 2000. In July, she began a threeyear emergency medicine residency program in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Jeff ’96 and Tiffany Trimble Nelson ’95 left in July for
Rio Branco, Brazil. They minister to street kids at New Life
House, a government-run program with 25 boys, and up to 80
that come for special events. They truly believe this is a Godgiven opportunity, because only God could have made the
government in Brazil ask them to teach religion to children.
Marcus ’96 and Susan Beach Varotti ’93 have returned
to the States after spending one year in London, England. They
now reside in Washington, D.C., where Marcus is employed by
Texas Pacific Group in their private equity division, and Susan
is employed at the law firm of Clifford Chance, Rogers & Wells.
Daniel ’97 and Rebecca
Kniowski Graham ’99 announce
the birth of Benjamin Daniel on April
25, 2000. Daniel is a product engineer
for Syroco, and Rebecca stays home
with Benjamin and teaches piano. They
reside in Cato, New York.
Jeff Hock ’97 works as the
production manager for one of Procter
& Gamble’s e-commerce businesses in Cincinnati, Ohio. Jeff
became engaged to Erin Douglas on May 6, 2000; a wedding
is planned for October 7, 2000 in West Chester, Ohio.
Christopher Jones ’97 recently received his master’s degree
in engineering from Penn State University. He is a product
design engineer with Dynisco Polymer Test and resides in
Reading, Pennsylvania.
Jim Patten ’97 is in his second year of studies at Baptist
Bible Seminary in Pennsylvania.
Lori Skillman ’97 and Kevin Carr
were married November 13, 1999 in
Houston, Texas, where the couple now
resides. Lori teaches seventh and
eleventh grade English at The
Woodlands Academy in The
Woodlands, Texas. She recently
received the D. Bruce Lockerbie Award
for excellence in teaching. Kevin works
for Kirklands, Inc. as a retail manager.
Jonathan Weber ’97 is in his second year of studies at
Baptist Bible Seminary in Pennsylvania.
Chris Ashcraft ’98 and Jennifer
Hangosky ’98 were married
October 24, 1998 in Cleveland, Ohio. They
honeymooned on the island of Antigua,
and now reside in Westerville, Ohio. Chris
is a senior technical writer at Qwest
Communications, and Jennifer is a team
manager at Morgan Stanley Dean Witter.
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Jason Atwell ’98 and
Courtenay Shoaff ’98 were
married June 17, 2000 at
Leesburg Baptist Church in
Leesburg, Virginia. Several
Cedarville alumni participated
in the wedding. After a
honeymoon in Sanibel Island,
Florida, the couple has made
their home in Cedarville, Ohio,
where they both work for
Cedarville University. Jason is the assistant director of
admissions for guest services, and Courtenay is the
assistant director of admissions for recruitment.
Mark Edwards ’98 and
Amy Twigg ’00N were
married June 17, 2000 in
Martinsburg, West Virginia.
Mark works as a support
specialist in the computer
services department of
Cedarville University, and Amy
started her special education student teaching this fall.
They reside in Fairborn, Ohio.
Heather Fourman ’98 received her master’s degree in
English from West Virginia University in June 2000. She
plans to gain more teaching experience this year at the
university, then start her doctoral program next fall.
Dacia Heil ’98N and
Timothy Eachus were married
November 6, 1999 at
Pittsgrove Baptist Church in
Daretown, New Jersey. They
reside in Monroeville, New
Jersey and are expecting their
first child in the fall.
Joe Lloyd ’98 is in his
second year of studies at Baptist Bible Seminary in
Pennsylvania.
William Workman ’98 and Julie Shaffer were
married May 6, 2000. The couple enjoyed a honeymoon
in the Bahamas. They now reside in Columbus, Ohio,
where Bill is the minister of youth at Sharon Woods
Baptist Church and Julie works for Nationwide Financial
Retirement Solutions.
Andrew Malone ’99 and
Patricia Rice ’98 were
married October 2, 1999 in
Warren, Pennsylvania. The
outdoor wedding was held at
the home of Patricia’s
grandparents along the
Allegheny River. Many
Cedarville students and alumni
participated in the ceremony.
After a honeymoon on
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada, they have
settled in Kensington, Maryland. Andrew is in the
business of home remodeling and repairs and plans to
use his skills on the “fixer-upper” house they bought.
Patricia is a nurse at a local hospital.
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Chris Moles ’99 and
Kathleen Pugh ’99
were married
August 21, 1999 in
Charleston, West
Virginia. Several
Cedarville students and
alumni participated in
the ceremony. They have made their home in Winfield,
West Virginia where Chris is a youth pastor, and Kathleen
works in the accounting department at Toyota Motor
Manufacturing.
Craig Shank ’99 is in his first year at the Medical
College of Ohio in Toledo. He received the President’s
Scholarship, a four-year full-tuition scholarship.
Rebecca Shelford ’99 is a field sales manager with
Vector Marketing Corporation. She recently received the
$50,000 career sales milestone award. She resides in
Naples, Florida.

In Memory Of
Olive Brill Carlsen ’36 passed away June 23, 2000.
We extend our sympathies to her husband, Fredrick, and
other family members.
Helen Fletcher ’39N passed away at the age of 86 on
May 6, 2000. She was a retired teacher, having taught
for 39 years, and was very active in the Jamestown,
Ohio community.
William Ferguson ’50N passed away July 2, 2000.
He retired from Morris Bean Company in 1991, after
serving 37 years. He had been a member of the
Cedarville town council for 21 years and an elder at
Clifton United Presbyterian Church. Our sincere
condolences to his wife, Virginia, and many other family
members.
Charles Thomas ’52 passed away at the age of 85 on
May 14, 2000. He was retired from Capital Savings &
Loan Company, having served more than 30 years.
We extend our sympathies to his family and friends.
Faith Comstock Hammond ’70 passed away on
July 15, 2000 after a battle with cancer. Her husband,
Mike ’69, offers thanks for the prayers, notes, and
encouragement that came from so many. Memorials may
be given in Faith’s name to Partners in Christ (Dominican
Republic), Grace Christian School (Watervliet, Michigan),
or Hospice at Home (South Haven, Michigan). Contact the
alumni relations office for more information.
James Abercrombie Jr. ’79 passed away at the age
of 42 on June 14, 2000. He lived in Shelbyville,
Tennessee.
Angela Sue Justice Johnson ’99 died July 29, 2000
from injuries sustained in an automobile accident.
A teacher in Springfield (Ohio) and Troy (Ohio), Angela
attended Southgate Baptist Church in Springfield. She is
survived by her husband, Aaron ’99 (whom she
married on January 22, 2000), twin sister,
Allison Justice ’99, and her parents and
grandparents. Memorial contributions may be made to
Inner City Impact, care of Prairie Baptist Church,
14790 E. 206th St., Noblesville, IN 46060.

Gone Home to be With Him

Nancy Fissel ’68N died August 4, 2000. Nancy
was the head cashier for the accounts receivable office
at Cedarville and had worked at Cedarville for 31
years. Nancy loved her job, and she always had a
giving spirit.
Nancy is survived by her mother, Phyllis, brother,
Roger ’72N, and sister, Deborah Fissel
Estes ’78N. Two of Nancy’s nephews (Joel and Jon
Estes) attend Cedarville University.
Memorial contributions can be made to the American
Diabetes Association in Nancy’s honor.

To share your news with friends,
send an e-mail to
alumni@cedarville.edu
or call the
Cedarville University
Alumni Relations Office
at 1-800-837-2566.

Are you Wired?
Join the more than 2,000 alumni in the online e-mail directory. Visit our Web site at
www.cedarville.edu/dept/ar and add your name to the list. To protect the privacy of
Cedarville alumni, e-mail addresses are not posted by our staff, so you must add your own
e-dress to the list.
While visiting the site, be sure to add your prayer requests to our online request list and
pray for other alumni requests.

Don’t miss this opportunity to reconnect
with Cedarville friends!

C

edarville welcomed a record 64 high school juniors to the 2000
summer studies program. Thirty of those students were the children of
alumni who were taking advantage of the alumni tuition scholarship so
they could experience the life of a Cedarville student.
The summer studies program allows a high school student between his
or her junior and senior years to take classes and participate in activities
while living on the Cedarville campus. The focus of the program is spiritual,
academic, and social development. The students take two college classes
and participate in chapel services and planned activities aimed at giving
them a complete Cedarville experience.
All the students expressed great pleasure with the program. They were
especially impressed with the academic rigor of the classes and their own
personal spiritual growth over the three-week period. They are looking
forward to continuing their experience as full-time students in another
year. And we look forward to seeing them here!
The 2001 summer studies program will be June 11 to June 30. Plan
now to attend! For more information on the alumni tuition scholarship,
please contact the summer school and continuing education office at
Cedarville University.
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Have You Visited
Cedarville Lately?
Last year Cedarville welcomed nearly 8,000 guests for
campus visits. Many of these were church and school
groups led by alumni! There is nothing better than a
campus visit to help high school students learn about
Cedarville! Coming on a typical class day gives students a
realistic view of all that the University has to offer
spiritually, academically, and socially.
Would you like to introduce a group of high school
students to Cedarville? Plan a group visit today! We’ll
customize schedules to meet the needs and interests of
each student. While on campus, you may:
- Attend chapel
- Tour the campus
- Visit classes
- Talk with professors
- Discuss financial aid opportunities
- Meet with an admissions counselor
- Speak with coaches
- Eat at Chuck’s
- Attend a campus event
- Spend a night in a residence hall

You Can Establish A
Scholarship At
Cedarville University
Would you like to establish a scholarship at Cedarville
University? Have you always thought you could not afford
it? You can fund a scholarship by making a minimum
annual gift of $1,000. Your gift is deductible for income
tax purposes. You can choose the award criteria and name
the scholarship in honor or in memory of a loved one.
You can:
1. Make a gift of $1,000 each year and establish a
named scholarship.
2. Provide immediate assistance to a student with
need.
3. Avoid capital gains tax if appreciated assets are
used to fund the scholarship.
4. Reduce your federal and state income taxes.
The office of gift planning would like to explain how you
can establish a named scholarship at Cedarville University.
Please contact Dave Bartlett or Kim Longo at
1-800-766-1115.

Office of Gift Planning
1-800-766-1115
www.cedarville.edu/dept/plg

All of this (including overnight housing) is provided at
no charge to students! And, while you’re here, make
some appointments of your own! Visit a former professor,
enjoy a trip to Young’s, or check out the newest buildings
and renovations on campus.
Scheduling a visit is easy! Contact our guest relations
staff at 1-800-CEDARVILLE (1-800-233- 2784), or make
preliminary arrangements through the admissions Web
site at www.cedarville.edu. Jason Atwell ’98, our assistant
director for guest relations, will coordinate the details of
your visit. “My goal is not only to encourage students to
come to Cedarville,” said Jason, “but also to encourage
them in their relationship with the Lord. This is a place
that nurtures and fosters spiritual growth, and I want
students to sense that even through their visit to campus.”
Many groups schedule visits around basketball games
and other special events. Check out these great dates for
a group visit this fall.

Visit the New Admissions Web Site
The new admissions Web site at www.cedarville.edu
makes it easier than ever for students to keep up with the
’Ville!
- Send e-mail to an admissions counselor
- Request information
- Learn about admissions requirements
- Schedule a campus visit
- View the University catalog
- Apply online
October
5
Kiev Orchestra
November
9-11, 16-18 Fall Play: Smoke on the Mountain
17-18
Cedarville Invitational Basketball
Tournament
18
Science & Math Day
20
Cedarville Band & Orchestra Concert
21
Men’s basketball vs. Taylor University
25
Men’s basketball vs. St. Mary’s

Now Accepting Applications for Fall 2001
For the Cost of
A Medium Pizza and
A Liter of Soda
or
Two Good Books
or
Three Rounds of Golf

Career Services Houses
Home-School Web Site
on Career Preparation
Disciplines

Sensing the need to address Christian schools and home
schooling alike in the area of preparing students for life
(With a Cart, Of Course!)
ministry (careers), the Cedarville Career Services Office
has partnered with the Greene County (Ohio) Career
Center in articulating the career-related areas of
you can become a member of the Torch Club, Charter
awareness for students. Check out
Society, or President’s Associates and invest in the
http://www.cedarville.edu/dept/cpp/stw/k5/index.htm
students of Cedarville!
to explore the 11 disciplines (such as self-assessment,
Each are Annual Fund programs designed to help
career information, exploration, employability skills,
sustain Cedarville and provide solid underpinnings to the economics, etc.) broken into three groupings: K-5, middle
Cedarville experience.
school, and high school. There are handy information
breakdowns on the site, such as suggested learning goals
Torch Club: $10 per month
and activities, to assist parents/teachers in exposing
Charter Society: $500 per year
students to a variety of real world employment concepts
President’s Associates: $1000 per year
for the global workplace.
Each offers a recognition gift; a subscription to
We know that 60 percent of all students graduating
Cedarville’s bi-monthly devotional magazine, First Light; from high school levels of education will NOT complete
the quarterly newsletter, Update; and other opportunities. four years of higher education (only 20 percent do!) or
Gifts can even be made electronically from your checking even two years (another 20 percent do!). While homeaccount every month.
schooled and privately educated students have a
Most important are the eternal dividends seen in the
significantly higher college success rate, we did not want
lives of thousands!
them to be at risk when the various public education
Find out what 349 alumni have discovered as partners graduates hit the job market armed with their School-toin these programs!
Work preparation and their passports (high school
resumes). Being aware of these disciplines will prepare
Annual Fund Office
students well for any college, university, or employment
Contact: Jeff Brock ’84
eventuality.
1-800-766-1115
Contact the career services office at
brockj@cedarville.edu
career@cedarville.edu with any questions or comments.
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